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The blackout : a novel 
inspired by true events 
Louise Arseneault 
F ARS 

 
Lucy Sawyer is a vibrant 
fourteen-year-old 
traveling on her own for 
the first time. With 
adventure and 

excitement running through her veins, 
she braves her unknown: flying. Soaring 
through the air is everything she 
expected and more. Suddenly, before 
her next takeoff, all lights go out: a 
blackout. With no electricity and no 
familiar face to rely on, Lucy is left to the 
mercy of fate. However, by trusting 
strangers, following her instincts, and 
ignoring fear, Lucy embarks on a life-
changing journey of friendship and 
personal growth.  

NOVELS 

The distant steps 
Ann Webster 
F WEB 
 
James Murchie refuses to 
let his family be a victim of 
the Scottish clearances 
sweeping southward from 
the Highlands. As the 

family sets their sights on British North 
America, more than the Atlantic 
separates the present to an unknown 
future. Margaret, the youngest daughter 
is determined to stay and her impulsive 
behavior forces the family apart. In 
County Cork, Ireland, the desire for a 
secure future is playing out as Robert 
Blacknell decides his family must leave 
their precious Timoleague farm. 
Serendipity and a little luck will bring the 
two families together in their adventure 
to tame the wilderness of New 
Brunswick.  

Martin Peters : a 
graphic novel 
Patrick Allaby 
GR F ALL 
 
Everyone has a story 
to tell. Not all of them 
are true. Set in a 
generic Fredericton 
suburb called Skyline 
Acres, this is the 

fictional biography of Martin Peters, a 
teenager with type 1 diabetes. The 
coming of age story revolves around 
Martin's relationship with his on-again 
off-again high school girlfriend, and 
how, desperate to fit in, he begins 
neglecting his health. The twisting 
narrative follows his deteriorating 
condition until, eventually, he finds 
himself fighting for his life in the 
hospital.  

Into the current 
Jared Young 
F YOU 

 
Daniel Solomon is 
not having a 
good day. 
Somewhere 
between Bangkok 
and Tokyo, 
zipping through 
the stratosphere, 
the jetliner on 

which he's travelling cracks open like an 
egg, ejecting Daniel and his fellow 
passengers into the great blue sky. If 
only that were the worst of it. 



Taapoategl & 
Pallet  
Peter J. Clair 
F CLA 

 
A girl named 
Taapoategl 
shows incredible 
faithfulness to 
culture and 
family in the 
most difficult of 
circumstances 
during the mid-

18th century colonization by European 
settlers. A boy, Pallet, in the mid-20th 
century, embarks on a five-year 
wilderness quest for personal and 
cultural identity during which he enters 
an altered reality and encounters the 
storytelling foundation of his world. 

AWARD-WINNING AUTHORS 

Willem de 
Kooning's 
paintbrush  
Kerry-Lee Powell 
F POW 
 
Ranging from an 
island holiday 
gone wrong to a 
dive bar on the 
upswing to a 
yuppie mother in 
a pricey 
subdivision seeing 

her worst fears come true, these deftly 
written stories are populated by 
barkeeps, good men down on their luck, 
rebellious teens, lonely immigrants, 
dreamers and realists, fools and quiet 
heroes. 

An audience of 
chairs 
Joan Clark 
F CLA 
 
Moranna 
MacKenzie is 
living alone in her 
ancestral Cape 
Breton 
farmhouse, 
waging a war with 
the symptoms of 
bipolar disorder 

and grieving the loss of her two 
daughters, taken from her over thirty 
years previously. Through a series of 
flashbacks, we learn more about the 
devastating effects of Moranna’s mental 
illness on her life and that of her family. 

A measure of 
light 
Beth Powning 
F POW 

 
1600s New 
England. Mary 
Dyer is a Puritan 
who fled 
persecution in 
Elizabethan 
England only to 
find the Puritan 

establishment in Massachusetts every bit 
as vicious as the one she has left behind. 
One of America's first Quakers, and 
among the last to face the gallows for 
her convictions, Mary Dyer receives here 
in fiction the full-blooded treatment too 
long denied a figure of her stature. 



Shiftless 
Janet Fraser 
819.154 FRA 
 
Like the narrator 
of Raymond 
Carver's poem 
“Shiftless,” Janet 
Fraser likes to sit 
in a chair for 
hours, perhaps 
with a cola. She'd 
like a stranger to 
say: “Don't I 

know you?” In Shiftless Fraser fearlessly 
explores the essence of her own life, 
some of her ancestors' lives, and the 
lives of other ordinary people who have 
often faced extraordinary challenges. 

Sign of the cross 
Anne Emery 
F EME 

 
How many times, 
in his twenty 
years defending 
the underclass, 
has Monty Collins 
wished for a 
client who is 
intelligent, 
articulate and 

tattoo-free? Now he has one. Father 
Brennan Burke was born in Ireland, 
raised in New York, educated in Rome 
— he’s equally fluent in Latin and the 
language of the street. And he is the 
prime suspect in the killing of a foxy 
young girl whose body was found 
carved with a religious sign, a sign that 
points straight to the priest. 

The 
Bannonbridge 
musicians 
Raymond Fraser 
F FRA 

 
The 
Bannonbridge 
Musicians are 
good ol' boys 
from New 
Brunswick who 
have grand 

ambitions to strike it big in Toronto – if 
they could just bring themselves to go. 
Somehow, their grand plans always lose 
priority to getting drunk, chasing 
women, and generally raising hell in 
rural New Brunswick. There's inertia in 
small-town life; no matter how you try to 
leave, you can find yourself stuck, 
unable to escape the life you know. 

AWARD-WINNING AUTHORS 

Where duty lies : a 
New Brunswick 
soldier in the 
trenches of World 
War I 
John Cunnigham 
B 940.431 GRI 
 
Frank Grimmer did 
not set out to earn 
honours on the field 

of battle nor did he readily choose to go 
to war. World powers were shifting. 
Where Duty Lies tells the story of how a 
23-year-old St. Andrews, New 
Brunswick, man ended up in the 
quicksand-like mud of Passchendaele 
labouring under heavy artillery fire 
helping construct supply lines that 
supported the Canadian advance during 
the Third Battle of Ypres, often referred 
to as the most horrific in a war of horrific 
battles.  



Acadian 
driftwood : one 
family and the 
Great Expulsion 
Tyler Leblanc 
971.601 LEB 

 
Growing up on 
the south shore of 
Nova Scotia, Tyler 
LeBlanc wasn’t 
fully aware of his 
family’s Acadian 
roots — until a 

chance encounter with an Acadian 
historian prompted him to delve into his 
family history. LeBlanc’s discovery that 
he could trace his family all the way to 
the time of the Acadian Expulsion and 
beyond forms the basis of this 
compelling account of Le Grand 
Dérangement.  

Atlantic 
Canada’s 
Greatest Storms 
Dan Soucoup 
551.550971 SOU 

 
Where there’s a 
storm, there’s a 
story, and over 
the centuries 
Atlantic Canada 
has experienced 
more than its fair 
share of weather-

related disasters. Atlantic Canada’s 
Greatest Storms chronicles many of the 
most dramatic and tragic storms that 
have struck the east coast, from 1745’s 
Grand Armada Tragedy to 2017’s Ice 
Storm.  

ADULT NON-FICTION 

Restigouche: 
the long run of 
the wild river 
Philip J., Lee 
971.511 LEE 
 
A canoe trip that 
spans decades of 
historical 
reflection, 
offering a unique 
perspective on 
the Restigouche, 
its impact on the 

people who live beside and along the 
river, and their impact on this natural 
phenomenon.  

The New 
Brunswick 
Rangers in the 
Second World 
War 
Matthew Douglas 
940.541271 DOU 
 
Originating as a 
19th century 
militia, the New 
Brunswick Rangers 
were placed on 

active service for the first time during the 
Second World War, serving first in the 
Maritimes and Newfoundland. In 1943, 
the Rangers were sent to Britain, where 
they were converted to a heavy 
weapons support unit, armed with 
machine guns and mortars in 
preparation for the invasion of 
Normandy.  



Willowgrove 
Kathleen 
Peacock  
YA F PEA 

 
Mac and her 
boyfriend Kyle 
fight to unravel 
the conspiracy 
surrounding 
illegal 
experiments 
performed on 
werewolves at 

the secret asylum, Willowgrove.  

Black water 
rising 
Robert Rayner 
YA F RAY 
 
When heavy 
November rains 
threaten to flood 
the small town of 
Black River, New 
Brunswick, the 
community calls 
on the 
hydroelectric 

company to open the gates of its dam 
and drop the water level. But local 
management has been overruled by 
their parent company and ordered to 
keep it closed. It's got some people 
hinting it's time they took things into 
their own hands. 

The year Mrs. 
Montague cried 
Susan White 
YA F WHI 
 
When Taylor is 
just nine years 
old, her brother 
Corey becomes 
terminally ill. 
During this time, 
she writes a 
journal that 
mirrors her 
family's journey 

through treatment, separation, coming 
to terms with a terminal illness and the 
eventual loss of a sibling. 

Chasing 
shadows 
Valerie Sherrard 
YA F SHE 

 
At last, Shelby 
Belgarden has put 
her crime-solving 
behind her and 
has returned to 
the life of an 
ordinary 
teenager. Now 16, 

she has taken her first job: working at a 
new local restaurant called The Steak 
Place. But when one of her co-workers 
goes missing, Shelby suspects foul play. 
The police won’t believe her. Neither her 
boyfriend, Greg, who grows frustrated 
with her search for a criminal who may 
not exist. 

NOVELS FOR TEENS 



Luna the cat 
doesn’t like 
that 
Nathasha 
Pilotte 
J P PIL 

 
Unlike his 
brother Zim 
(from Zim 
s'imagine), Luna 
is a little red-
haired, hot-

tempered cat. While his feline furry 
friend scurries and climbs around the 
house, Luna grrrr's and growls, being his 
grumpy self. With their piercing eyes, 
pudgy bellies, and little pillows on their 
feet, even the best of us can't resist to 
cats! But if they make us laugh, cats 
aren't always in a good mood... Will 
Luna's human and his brother be able to 
cheer him up?  

KIDS’ BOOKS 

Summer feet 
Sheree Fitch 
J P PIT 
 
Hello toes, 
our tootsie 
friends Hello, 
summer feet 
again! 
Canada’s Dr. 

Seuss, Sheree Fitch, is cak with a brand-
new tongue-twisting picture book that 
celebrate all things summer. Form those 
first barefoot days, wobble-dy walking 
over rocks and pebbles, to wondering-
wild while searching for sea glass and 
finally, huddles-up cozy at a late-
summer bonfire, these summer feet 
flutter kick, somersault, hide-and-seek, 
and dance int he rain, soaking up all the 
season has to offer. 

I lost my talk 
Rita Joe 
J P JOE 
 
One of Rita Joe’s 
most influential 
poems, “I Lost My 
Talk” tells the revered 
Mi’kmaw Elder’s 
childhood story of 

losing her language while a resident of 
the residential school in Shubenacadie, 
Nova Scotia. An often quoted piece in 
this era of truth and reconciliation, Joe’s 
powerful words explore and celebrate 
the survival of Mi’kmaw culture and 
language despite its attempted 
eradication.  

The memory chair 
Susan White 
J F WHI 

 
Thirteen-year-old 
Betony has always 
hated going to her 
cranky great-
grandmother's 
house. But her Gram 
doesn't have any 

other family living close by on the 
Kingston Peninsula, so Betony ends up 
being dragged along all the time. She'd 
rather be pretty much anywhere-- until 
one day Betony sits on her Gram's 
favourite chair. She is suddenly 
transported into the past, and is 
experiencing her Gram's life as if it were 
in her own memory. 



F is for 
fiddlehead 
Marilyn Lohnes 
J 971.51 LOH 
 
Using the 
alphabet from A 
to Z readers can 
explore exciting 

topics related to New Brunswick. 
Provincial symbols, geography, famous 
people, and natural wonders are 
featured using simple rhymes and 
detailed expository text. 

Night sky wheel 
ride 
Sheree Fitch 
J 819.16 FIT 

 
This is a glorious 
book that 
celebrates both 
literal and 
imaginative flight. 
Marvellous 
transformations 
abound: clouds of 

cotton candy become trees, flowers 
become children, Ferris wheel cars 
become boats and beds, then falling 
apples. The boundary between reality 
and fantasy is wondrously blurred to 
create a vivid experience of the world’s 
possibilities. 

There be pirates! 
Joann Hamilton-
Barry 
J 910.45 HAM 
 
Did you know 
pirates once 
sailed the seas 
around Atlantic 
Canada? Pirates 
might seem like 

fun in the movies, but back in the 17th 
and 18th centuries-the Golden Age of 
Piracy-being a pirate was very serious 
business. Learn about what everyday life 
was like for some of the fiercest pirates 
of all time. Explore the history of piracy, 
from the ancient Romans and Greeks to 
modern-day pirates. 

The ice king  
Corinne Gallant 
J 398.208997 
GAL 

 
Because they 
could not defend 
themselves 
against the Ice 

King, the inhabitants of a Mi'kmaq 
village risked death each winter. Until the 
day a brave Mi'kmaq dared to face him. 
Will he manage to master this 
formidable enemy?  
The moral of this Indigenous tale is 
obvious: smart men who plan ahead can 
face even the greatest difficulties. 

You can find other books in our online catalogue 
catalogue.gnb.ca 

KIDS’ NON-FICTION 


