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The Book of 
Negroes 
Lawrence Hill  
F HIL  
 
"The Book of 

Negroes" tells the 

story of Aminata, 

a young girl 

abducted from her 

village in Mali 

aged 11 in 1755, 

and who, after a 

deathly journey on a slave ship where she 

witnesses the brutal repression of a slave 

revolt, is sold to a plantation owner in 

South Carolina, who rapes her. She is 

brought to New York, where she escapes 

her owner, and finds herself helping the 

British by recording all the freed slaves on 

the British side in the Revolutionary War.   

The 
Underground 
Railroad 
Colson Whitehead  
F WHI  
 
Cora is a slave on 

a cotton plantation 

in Georgia. When 

Caesar, a recent 

arrival from 

Virginia, tells her 

about the 

Underground Railroad, they decide to take 

a terrifying risk and escape. Though they 

manage to find a station and head north, 

they are being hunted. Their first stop is 

South Carolina, in a city that initially 

seems like a haven. But the city's placid 

surface masks an insidious scheme 

designed for its black denizens.  

An American 
Marriage 
Tayari Jones  
F JON  
 
Newlyweds Celestial 
and Roy are the 
embodiment of both 
the American Dream 
and the New South. 
He is a young 
executive, and she is 
an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But 
as they settle into the routine of their life 
together, they are ripped apart by 
circumstances neither could have imagined. In 
this deft exploration of love, loyalty, race, 
justice, and both black masculinity and black 
womanhood in 21st century America, Jones 
achieves that most elusive of all literary goals: 
the Great American Novel.  

NOVELS 

The hate u give  
Angie Thomas 
YA F THO  
 
After witnessing her 
friend's death at the 
hands of a police 
officer, Starr 
Carter's life is 
complicated when 
the police and a 
local drug lord try to 
intimidate her in an 
effort to learn what happened the night Kahlil 
died.  



Americanah  
Chimamanda 
Ngozi Adichie 
F ADI  
 
A young woman 
from Nigeria leaves 
behind her home 
and her first love to 
start a new life in 
America, only to 
find her dreams are 
not all she 
expected. 

NOVELS 

What we all 
long for  
Dionne Brand 
F BRA 
 
A gripping novel of 
love, loss, identity, 
and change chronicles 
the interlocking tales 
of a multicultural 
group of second-
generation twenty-
somethings living in 
urban Toronto and the secrets they are hiding 
from their families, including Tuyen, an avant-
garde artist and lesbian daughter of Vietamese 
parents; Carla, a biracial bicycle courier; and 
Oku, the poet son of Jamaican parents.  

Their eyes 
were 
watching 
God  
Zora Neale Hurston  
F HUR  
 
Fair and long-
legged, 
independent and 
articulate, Janie 
Crawford sets out to 
be her own person -- no mean feat for a black 
woman in the '30s. Janie's quest for identity 
takes her through three marriages and into a 
journey back to her roots.  

To kill a 
mockingbird  
Harper Lee  
F LEE  
 
Compassionate, 
dramatic, and 
deeply moving, To 
Kill a Mockingbird 
takes readers to the 
roots of human 
behaviour - to 
innocence and 
experience, kindness and cruelty, love and 
hatred, humour and pathos. Now with over 18 
million copies in print and translated into forty 
languages, this regional story by a young 
Alabama woman claims universal appeal. 
Harper Lee always considered her book to be 
a simple love story. Today it is regarded as a 
masterpiece of American literature.  



Everything, 
Everything 
Nicola Yoon 
YA F YOO 
My disease is as 
rare as it is famous. 
It’s a form of 
Severe Combined 
Immunodeficiency, 
but basically, I’m 
allergic to the 
world. I don’t leave 
my house, have not left my house in fifteen 
years. The only people I ever see are my mom 
and my nurse, Carla. But then one day, a 
moving truck arrives. New next door 
neighbours. I look out the window, and I see 
him. He’s tall, lean and wearing all black—
black t-shirt, black jeans, black sneakers and a 
black knit cap that covers his hair completely.  

TEEN NOVELS 

If you come 
softly 
Jacqueline 
Woodson  
YA F WOO  
 
After meeting 

at their private 

school in New 

York, fifteen-

year-old 

Jeremiah, who 

is black and 

whose parents 

are separated, and Ellie, who is white and 

whose mother has twice abandoned her, 

fall in love and then try to cope with 

people's reactions.  

Flygirl  
Sherri L. Smith  
YA F SMI  
 
Ida Mae Jones 
dreams of flight. Her 
daddy was a pilot 
and being black 
didn't stop him from 
fulfilling his dreams. 
But her daddy's gone 
now, and being a 
woman, and being 
black, are two strikes against her. When 
America enters the war with Germany and 
Japan, the Army creates the WASP, the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots. 

Lies we tell 
ourselves  
Robin Talley  
YA F TAL  
 
In 1959 Virginia, 
Sarah, a black 
student who is one 
of the first to attend 
a newly integrated 
school, forces 
Linda, a white 
integration opponent's daughter, to confront 
harsh truths when they work together on a 

school  project. 



Crossing to 
freedom  
Virginia Frances 
Schwartz  
J F SCH  
 
Eleven-year-old 
Solomon is a 
fugitive slave on a 
dangerous journey 
north to Canada, 
and to freedom. His 
young life has seen 
many losses: his mother was sold in a slave 
auction when he was a baby; his father 
escaped from the plantation and hasn't been 
seen in five years; and now his grandfather, 
who has been injured during the last leg of 
their journey to freedom, and is forced to stay 
behind. 

Chains 
Laurie Halse 
Anderson   
J F AND  
 
As the Revolutionary 
War begins, thirteen-
year-old Isabel 
wages her own 
fight...for freedom. 
Promised freedom 
upon the death of 
their owner, she and 
her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of fate become 
the property of a malicious New York City 
couple, the Locktons, who have no sympathy 
for the American Revolution and even less for 
Ruth and Isabel.   

Stella by 
starlight  
Sharon M. Draper  
J F DRA  
 
When a burning 
cross set by the 
Klan causes panic 
and fear in 1932 
Bumblebee, North 
Carolina, fifth-grader 
Stella must face 
prejudice and find the strength to demand 
change in her segregated town.  

Day of tears  
Julius Lester  
J F LES  
 
Emma has taken 
care of the Butler 
children since Sarah 
and Frances's 
mother, Fanny, left. 
Emma wants to 
raise the girls to 
have good hearts, 
as a rift over slavery 
has ripped the Butler household apart. Now, to 
pay off debts, Pierce Butler wants to cash in 
his slave "assets," possibly including Emma. 

You can find other books in our online catalogue 
catalogue.gnb.ca 

FICTION FOR KIDS 



The Story of 
Ruby 
Bridges 
Robert Coles  
J B 379.263 BRI  
 
For months, six-
year-old Ruby 
Bridges must 
confront the 
hostility of white parents when she becomes 
the first African American girl to integrate 
Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans in 
1960.  

NON-FICTION FOR KIDS 

Hidden 
figures : 
the true 
story of 
four black 
women and 
the space 
race  
Margot Lee 
Shetterly  
J B 510 LEE  
 
Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden were good at 
math…really good. They participated in some 
of NASA's greatest successes, like providing 
the calculations for America's first journeys into 
space. And they did so during a time when 
being black and a woman limited what they 
could do. But they worked hard.  

I am Rosa 
Parks  
Brad Meltzer  
J P MEL  
 
Rosa Parks dared 
to stand up for 
herself and other 
African Americans 
by staying seated, and as a result she helped 
end public bus segregation and launch the 
country's civil rights movement.  

What would 
she do? : 25 
true stories 
of 
trailblazing 
rebel women  
Kay Woodward  
J B 305.4 WOO  
 
From historic world 
leaders to brilliant scientists, artists, and 
modern-day pioneers, What Would She Do? 
shares 25 incredible women's stories that 
educate and empower. Learn about the 
remarkable achievements and attitudes of 
feminist trailblazers such as Cleopatra, Amelia 
Earhart, Malala Yousafzai, and other brave 
women who overcame huge obstacles to 
accomplish great things.  



Black 
Loyalists : 
southern 
settlers of 
Nova Scotia's 
first free 
black 
communities  
R u t h  H o l m e s 
Whitehead  
971.600496 WHI  
 
During the American Revolution (1775-

1783), the British government offered 

freedom to slaves who would desert their 

rebel masters as a way of ruining the 

American economy. Many black men and 

women escaped to the British fleet 

patrolling the East Coast, or to the British 

armies invading the colonies from Maine 

to Georgia.  

Between the 
world and me  
Ta-Nehisi Coates  
305.800973 COA  
 
"For Ta-Nehisi 
Coates, history has 
always been 
personal. At every 
stage of his life, 
he's sought in his 
explorations of 
history answers to 
the mysteries that surrounded him -- most 
urgently, why he, and other black people he 
knew, seemed to live in fear. What were they 
afraid of?  

The Good Lord 
Bird  
James McBride  
LP F MCB  

 

Henry Shackleford 

is a young slave 

living in the Kansas 

Territory in 1857, 

when the region is a 

battleground 

between anti- and 

pro-slavery forces. 

When John Brown, the legendary 

abolitionist, arrives in the area, an 

argument between Brown and Henry's 

master quickly turns violent. Henry is 

forced to leave town --- with Brown, who 

believes he's a girl.  

Becoming  
Michelle Obama  
B 973.932 OBA  
 
In a life filled with 

meaning and 

accomplishment, 

Michelle Obama 

has emerged as 

one of the most 

iconic and 

compelling 

women of our era. 

As First Lady of the United States of 

America—the first African American to 

serve in that role—she helped create the 

most welcoming and inclusive White 

House in history, while also establishing 

herself as a powerful advocate for women 

and girls in the U.S. and around the world. 

NON-FICTION BOOKS 



The 
Audacity of 
Hope: 
Thoughts on 
Reclaiming 
the 
American 
Dream 
Barack Obama  
LP B 973.932 OBA  
 
The Audacity of Hope is Barack Obama's call 
for a new kind of politics—a politics that builds 
upon those shared understandings that pull us 
together as Americans. Lucid in his vision of 
America's place in the world, refreshingly 
candid about his family life and his time in the 
Senate, Obama here sets out his political 
convictions and inspires us to trust in the 
dogged optimism that is our best hope. 

So you want 
to talk about 
race  
Ijeoma Oluo  
305.800973 OLU  
 
A current, 
constructive, and 
actionable 
exploration of 
today's racial 
landscape, offering 
straightforward clarity that readers of all races 
need to contribute to the dismantling of the 
racial divide. In So You Want to Talk About 
Race, Editor at Large of The Establishment, 
Ijeoma Oluo offers a contemporary, accessible 
take on the racial landscape in America, 
addressing head-on such issues as privilege, 
police brutality, intersectionality, micro-
aggressions. 

NON-FICTION BOOKS 

Twelve years 
a slave  
Solomon Northup  
B 306.362 NOR  
 
Twelve Years a 
Slave : Narrative of 
Solomon Northup, 
citizen of New-York, 
kidnapped in 
Washington City in 
1841, and rescued in 
1853, from a cotton 
plantation near the Red River in Louisiana, is a 
memoir by Solomon Northup as told to and 
edited by David Wilson. It is a slave narrative 
of a black man who was born free in New York 
state but kidnapped in Washington, D.C., sold 
into slavery, and kept in bondage for 12 years 
in Louisiana.  

Long walk to 
freedom : the 
autobiography 
of Nelson 
Mandela.  
Nelson Mandela  
B 324.268083 MAN  
 
He describes the 
struggle to reconcile 
his political activity 
with his devotion to his family, the anguished 
break up of his first marriage, and the painful 
separations from his children. He brings vividly 
to life the escalating political warfare in the 
fifties between the ANC and the government, 
culminating in his dramatic escapades as an 
underground leader and the notorious Rivonia 
Trial of 1964, at which he was sentenced to life 
imprisonment. He recounts the surprisingly 
eventful twenty-seven years in prison.  


