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The mushroom fan 
club  
Élise Gravel 
J 579.6 GRA  
 
Elise Gravel is back with a 
whimsical look at one of her 
family's most beloved 
pastimes: mushroom 
hunting! Combining her love 
of getting out into nature 
with her talent for 
anthropomorphizing 
everything, Gravel takes us 
on a magical tour of the 
forest floor and examines a 
handful of her favorite alien 
specimens up close. While 
the beautiful coral mushroom looks like it belongs under the sea, the 
peculiar lactarius indigo may be better suited for outer space! From 
the fun-to-stomp puffballs to the prince of the stinkers the stinkhorn 
mushroom and the musically inclined chanterelles, Gravel shares her 
knowledge of this fascinating kingdom by bringing each species to 
life in full felt-tip marker glory.  

BOOK OF THE MONTH 



CHAPTER BOOKS 

Golden goal  
David Starr  
J F STA  
 
Thirteen-year-old Dylan's whole life changes when his 
father dies. Not only do he and his mom have to move to a 
poor part of Vancouver, where he misses their nice home 
and his old school. But then he's also forced to join his new 
school's soccer team — a group of immigrant and refugee 
students who play on a rough, gravel field.Angry and lonely, 
Dylan gets into a fight at school. As a punishment, he has 
to join the soccer team — the last thing he wants to do, 
because it reminds him of his old soccer teammates and 
everything else he has lost.  

No fixed address  
Susin Nielsen  
J F NIE  
 
Felix Knuttson, twelve, is an endearing kid with an 
incredible brain for trivia. His mom Astrid is loving but 
unreliable; she can't hold onto a job, or a home. When they 
lose their apartment in Vancouver, they move into a camper 
van, just for August, till Astrid finds a job. September 
comes, they're still in the van; Felix must keep "home" a 
secret and give a fake address in order to enroll in school.  

Jay versus the saxophone of doom  
Kara Kootstra  
J F KOO  
 
Jay Roberts loves hockey. He's good at it. He also loves his 
hockey hero, Bobby Orr, considered a legend by Jay's 
grandfather. In fact, even though they may bicker, when it 
comes to the Bruins, the whole family agrees that they are 
the team to root for. When it comes to hockey, Jay's a team 
player, but there's one person who seems determined to 
make life hard for Jay: his classmate and fellow team 
member, Mick Bartlet.  
 
  



CHAPTER BOOKS 

Flunked  
Jen Calonita  
J F CAL  
 
When petty thief Gilly, who lives with five younger 
brothers and sisters in a run-down boot, gets caught 
stealing, she is sentenced to three months at Fairy Tale 
Reform School, where all of the teachers are former 
villains, including the Big Bad Wolf, the Evil Queen, and 
Cinderella's Wicked Stepmother.  

The ghost road  
Charis Cotter  
J F COT  
 
For the first time, Ruth is heading to Newfoundland to stay 
with family she's never met instead of spending the 
summer traveling with her dad. When she arrives, she 
finds Newfoundland is very different from her life in 
Toronto--people there are much more friendly, but also 
superstitious, believing in ghosts and The Sight and family 
curses. Ruth's cousin Ruby is also staying for the 
summer, and the two discover they have a lot in common: 
they both lost their moms when they were two years old, 
they're the same age and they even like the same food.  

The thing about jellyfish  
Ali Benjamin  
J F BEN  
 
After her best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is 
convinced that the true cause of the tragedy must have 
been a rare jellyfish sting--things don't just happen for no 
reason. Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she 
crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means 
traveling the globe, alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt 
journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the 
universe...and the potential for love and hope right next 
door. 
 



PICTURE BOOKS 

Sweetest Kulu  
Celina Kalluk  
J P KAL  
 
A lyrical lullaby imbued with traditional Inuit beliefs. This 
bedtime poem, written by internationally acclaimed Inuit 
throat singer Celina Kalluk, describes the gifts 
bestowed upon a newborn baby by all the animals of 
the Arctic. Lyrically and lovingly written, this visually 
stunning book is infused with the Inuit values of love 
and respect for the land and its animal inhabitants.  

Pirates love underpants  
Claire Freedman & Ben Cort  
J P FRE  
 
Even pirates love underpants - especially golden ones! 
Ahoy me hearties! Join the Pants Pirates on a special 
treasure hunt. Grab your cutlass and sail on the Pirate 
Shop Black bloomer past angry crocs, sharks in fancy 
pants and through gurgling swamps on a quest to 
find ...the Pants of Gold! This hilarious new addition the 
phenomenally successful Underpants series will not 
disappoint. You'll be yo-ho-ho-ing until the sails come 
down!  

Mix it up!  
Hervé Tullet  
J P TUL 

 
Accept Hervé Tullet's irresistible invitation to mix it up 
in a dazzling adventure of whimsy and wonder. 
Follow the artist's simple instructions, and suddenly 
colours appear, mix, splatter, and vanish in a world 
powered only by the reader's imagination. Tullet sets 
readers on an extraordinary interactive journey all 
within the printed page. He prompts plenty of giggles 
in addition to a profound understanding of colours.  
 
  



PICTURE BOOKS 

Bear snores on  
Karma Wilson  
J P WIL  
 
On a cold winter night many animals gather to 
party in the cave of a sleeping bear, who then 
awakes and protests that he has missed the 
food and the fun.  

Brumpy Bird  
Jeremy Tankard  
J P TAN  
 
One morning, Bird wakes up feeling too grumpy 
to eat or play - too grumpy even to fly. 
Fortunately, his animal friends know how to help 
Bird shake his bad mood. This refreshingly 
original picture book is sure to help kids giggle 
away their bad moods, too!  

The slurpy burpy bear  
Norbert Landa  
J P LAN  
 
This Noisy Bear Needs to Learn Some 
Manners...Fast! Hilarious Read-Aloud! 
If it's time to learn table manners, this hilarious 
picture book gets the point across about how not 
to behave when you're eating — with plenty of 
humor and a cast of irresistible animal friends. In 
the forest, a big bear eats so noisily that all the 
other woodland animals are terrified of him. 
Slurp! Crunch! Munch! Burp! What are those 
terrible sounds? It must be a scary beast. But 
the bear isn't beastly; he's kind and gentle and 



PICTURE BOOKS 

The new bear at school  
Carrie Weston  
J P WES  
 
Boris the bear is new at school--and all the other 
animals are afraid of him! Pitch-perfect writing and 
delightfully charming illustrations will make this a 
treasured starting school story. It's hard enough 
being the new kid at school, but when you're a big 
bear like Boris, it's even worse! Poor Boris tries his 
best to be gentle, but his sharp-toothed smile scares 
away his classmates. In the end, the animals find 
they love having Boris on their side! 

Bug in a vacuum  
Mélanie Watt  
J P WAT 
 
A bug flies through an open door into a house, 
through a bathroom, across a kitchen and bedroom 
and into a living room ... where its entire life changes 
with the switch of a button. Sucked into the void of a 
vacuum bag, this one little bug moves through denial, 
bargaining, anger, despair and eventually acceptance 
-- the five stages of grief -- as it comes to terms with 
its fate.  

Super Red Riding Hood  
Claudia Dávila  
J P DAV  
 
When her mother sends her on a "mission" that takes 
her into the deep, dark woods, Ruby puts on her red 
cloak and becomes Super Red Riding Hood, a 
superhero who is scared of nothing--except coming 
face-to-face with a big, bad wolf.  
 
  



PICTURE BOOKS 

Camilla the cupcake fairy  
Tim Bugbird  
 
Each book features a simple, rhyming story with pretty 
illustrations, a fun recipe that teaches kids how to make the 
fairies' favorite foods, and a scratch-and-sniff patch so children 
can smell what the fairies are making! 

 I got the rhythm 
Connie schofield-Morrison  
J P SCH  
 
On a simple trip to the park, the joy of music overtakes a mother 
and daughter. The little girl hears a rhythm coming from the 
world around her-- from butterflies, to street performers, to ice 
cream sellers everything is musical! She sniffs, snaps, and 
shakes her way into the heart of the beat, finally busting out in 
an impromptu dance, which all the kids join in on! Award-winning 
illustrator Frank Morrison and Connie Schofield-Morrison, 
capture the beat of the street, to create a rollicking read that will 
get any kid in the mood to boogie.  

The secret of Black Rock  
Joe Todd Stanton  
J P STA 
 
Erin is fascinated by the legend of Black Rock. A huge, dark and 
spiky mass that is said to destroy any boats that come near it! 
But are the tales really true? One day Erin sneaks on board her 
mother's fishing boat to find out.  
 
 



NON-FICTION/BIOGRAPHY 

Meet Viola Desmond  
Elizabeth MacLeod  
J B 971.600496 DES  
 
Meet Viola Desmond, community leader and early civil 
rights trailblazer! On the night of November 8th 1946, 
Nova Scotia businesswoman Viola Desmond stood up for 
her right to be in the "unofficial" whites-only section of a 
New Glasgow movie theatre . . . and was arrested for it. 
Viola took her quest for the right to freedom from 
discrimination to the courts. While she ultimately did not 
succeed, she was a beacon to other early civil-rights 
activists.  

 Chinese New Year : a celebration for 
everyone  
Jen Sookfong Lee  
J 394.261 LEE  
 
Part of the nonfiction Orca Origins series, Chinese New 
Year is illustrated with color photographs throughout. 
Readers will learn how a simple gathering of family and 
friends grew into a weeklong, worldwide festival.  

Meatless? : a fresh look at what you eat  
Sarah Elton 
J 613.262 ELT  
 
Meatless Mondays. Eat less meat for climate change. 
Trendy vegan bake shops. Cage-free chicken campaigns 
on Youtube. Happy meat vs. industrial beef. 
Flexitiarianism. Mark Bittman's Vegan before 6 pm. 
Across North America, people are talking a lot about 
meat. Whether to eat it, or not. Whether to go vegan. Or, 
if they're going to eat meat, they're talking about what 
kind is the best kind.  
 
 
 



NON-FICTION/BIOGRAPHY 

A fair deal : shopping for social justice  
Kari Jones  
J 174.4 JON  
 
This nonfiction book in the Orca Footprints series, 
illustrated with color photographs throughout, looks at trade 
from the perspective of making it fair for all people.  

Hubots : real-world robots inspired by humans  
Helaine Becker  
J 629.892 BEC  
 
Using increasingly sophisticated levels of artificial intelligence 
(AI) and embodied intelligence (EI), a new generation of robots 
is being designed to look, act and even think like humans. 
Hubots, or human-inspired robots, are expanding the 
boundaries of what robots can do. Here, ten different real-life 
hubots are described, highlighting each one's appearance, 
unique skills and purpose --- from fighting fires on the high 
seas, to acting as setup crew for space colonies, to providing 
companionship for the elderly.  

There be pirates! : swashbucklers & rogues of 
the Atlantic  
Joann Hamilton-Barry  
J 910.45 HAM  
 
Did you know pirates once sailed the seas around Atlantic 
Canada? Pirates might seem like fun in the movies, but back 
in the 17th and 18th centuries-the Golden Age of Piracy-being 
a pirate was very serious business. From the Hackmatack 
award-shortlisted author of Oak Island and the Search for 
Buried Treasure comes the newest book from Nimbus's 
popular Compass series for young readers. Learn about what 
everyday life was like for some of the fiercest pirates of all 
time.  
 


